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Foreword 
 

On World Environment Day, 5th June 2021, the United Nations declared 2021-2030 the decade of 

ecosystem restoration, directly following the decade of Biodiversity (2011-2020).1 Biodiversity is 

overall in decline throughout the UK evidenced in the most recent State of Nature Report in 2019, 

where 15% of species were identified at risk of extinction.2 In February 2021 the Dasgupta Review 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άhǳǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΣ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being all depend on our most precious asset: 

bŀǘǳǊŜέ.3 Later, on 30th June 2021, the Welsh Parliament declared a nature emergency and called for 

statutory targets to be set to halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity. 

Greater Gwent is a diverse landscape and mosaic of urban and wilder habitats, boasting a diversity 

of flora and fauna. A negative trend in biodiversity provides the very real threat that much of this 

flora and fauna may disappear altogether. The Greater Gwent State of Nature report, produced in 

2021, further looks at the status and trend of 100 species found within Greater Gwent, providing a 

snapshot of biodiversity trends in the wider area.4 It is these identified trends that have helped 

inform the actions in this Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan. 

 

The Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan is a strategic document, set in the context of 

national and regional legislation and policy drivers, aiming to halt and reverse negative biodiversity 

trends identified in both the State of Natural Resources Report and the Greater Gwent State of 

Nature Report.  

It provides guidance for public bodies and organisations, as well as helping guide the Local Nature 

Recovery Action Plans which focus more on local action to promote biodiversity in each Local Nature 

Partnership area. 

 

Ecosystem restoration and nature recovery work hand in hand. Nature recovery requires more than 

tinkering around the edges of the human environment. It requires the cessation of exploiting natural 

resources for unequal human gain, the reconnection of people with nature, and the restoration of 

ecosystems and ecosystem function to provide ecosystem resilience. It requires us all to work better 

together in a more integrated and involved way, to take collaborative preventative action to tackle 

the main drivers of biodiversity loss and build ecosystem resilience for well-being benefits long term. 

  

 
1 New UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration offers unparalleled opportunity for job creation, food security and 
addressing climate change (unep.org) 
2 State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf (nbn.org.uk) 
3 The Economics of Biodiversity The Dasgupta Review: Headline Messages (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
4 Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf (monlife.co.uk) 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957629/Dasgupta_Review_-_Headline_Messages.pdf
https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf
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Defining Greater Gwent 
Throughout this document we use the term Greater Gwent to refer to the five local authorities in 

the area, to the low tide mark. The area largely corresponds with the former administrative county 

of Gwent. 

 

Figure 1: Map of the Greater Gwent area to the extent of the low tide boundary. 

 

The Local Government Act of 1888 formed the historic county of Monmouthshire, which 

encompasses much of the Gwent area today. Monmouthshire was superseded in 1974 by the new 

administrative county of Gwent, named after the former Kingdom of Gwent.  

After dissolution as an administrative authority in 1996. Gwent was separated into the five local 

authority areas we have today: Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Newport, and Torfaen. 

The borough of Caerphilly was formed by the merging of the districts of Islwyn (formerly part of 

Gwent) and Rhymney valley (formerly part of Mid Glamorgan). 

The Greater Gwent area is home to part of the Brecon Beacons National Park. The park authority has 

produced its own nature recovery plan and strategy,5 and the parts of Greater Gwent that fall within 

the parks boundaries are subject to the tŀǊƪ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ plans. 

 
5 Nature Recovery Action Plan | Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (beacons-npa.gov.uk) 

https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/environment/nature-recovery-action-plan/#:~:text=The%20Nature%20Recovery%20Action%20Plan,all%20who%20want%20to%20contribute.
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Purpose and aims 
 

What is it and who is it for? 
The Nature Recovery Action Plan (NRAP) for Wales is broad, designed to be a guide for all public 

bodies in Wales ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ²ŜƭǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ άǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ 

the decline in bƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ.6 The purpose of 

the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan (GGNRAP) is to provide a framework of Nature 

Recovery Actions, which will drive change at the regional scale, and to support organisations to work 

better together. It looks to tackle the main drivers of biodiversity loss, build ecosystem resilience for 

the region, and facilitate nature recovery action at the landscape and regional scales. In addition, it 

has also been developed to both inform and support the integration between the national and local 

NRAPs, which are being developed for each Local Nature Partnership (LNP), to support cohesive 

joined up approaches when developing and delivering strategies plans and actions.  

 

 

Figure 2: Hierarchy of nature recovery action plans in the Greater Gwent area 

 

The GGNRAP is a strategic framework, aiming to align national policy and legislation, such as the 

Well-being of Future Generations (WoFG) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, informed 

by evidence including the Greater Gwent State of Nature Report 2020, the South East Wales Area 

Statement and Gwent Well-being Assessments. It is intended to be used by all organisations which 

operate at a regional level across the Greater Gwent area, including those on the Gwent Public 

Service Board (PSB), to support better involvement that drives positive change and collaborative 

action together long term.  

¢ƘŜ DDbw!t Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ! wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ DǿŜƴǘΩ όwDDύ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 

The Gwent Green Grid Partnership (GGGP) is a sister project to RGG and will continue its legacy, to 

work on a regional scale to deliver a landscape approach to create healthy resources that are 

resilient to pressures and threats. The GGGP will be critical in delivering the GGNRAP. 

The GGNRAP acts as a framework for the local NRAPs in the Blaenau Gwent & Torfaen, Caerphilly, 

and Monmouthshire & Newport LNPs. Each LNP within Greater Gwent has a more specific NRAP for 

their local area, consistent with the themes presented in the GGNRAP.  

 
6 The Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales 2020 to 2021 (gov.wales) 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/nature-recovery-action-plan-wales-2020-2021.pdf
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Aims of the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan 
The GGNRAP provides guidance and recommendations on nature recovery actions within the 

Greater Gwent Area, allowing all stakeholders to work collaboratively to halt biodiversity decline and 

promote the recovery of nature across Greater Gwent. The GGNRAP encourages partnership 

working between all public bodies and organisations within Greater Gwent and promotes a regional 

approach to nature recovery at all levels, aligned to national and local priorities.  

The GGNRAP has five primary aims and is a strategic ten-year document that is subject to reviews 

and amendments over its ten-year timeframe. GGNRAP will respond to future evidence, pressures, 

and policy changes, with reviews and updates as necessary   

The five aims of the GGNRAP are aligned with the strategic themes laid out in the South East Wales 

Area Statement and compliment the seven well-being goals established in the WoFG Act 2015. 

 

 

 

Figure 3: The five aims of the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan 

 

 

The aims of the GGNRAP are effectively desired outcomes from the nature recovery actions set out 

in Part 2: The Nature Recovery Action Plan. Further detailed descriptions for each aim of the 

GGNRAP are as follows: 
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Habitats are healthy and resilient, able to provide sustainable ecosystem services whilst being 

adaptable to system stressors such as land use and management changes. Ecosystems show 

resilience in the face of climate change, with decarbonisation and nature-based solutions at the 

forefront of decision making. 

 

 

Partners follow the established ways of working set out in the WoFG Act 2015: Long term; 

Prevention; Integration; Collaboration; Involvement. Partners work to address the five drivers of 

biodiversity loss at the regional scale (habitat loss and degradation, climate change, excessive 

nutrient load and other forms of pollution, Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) and over-exploitation 

and unsustainable use of resources) by identifying the root cause of issues and taking collaborative, 

preventative approaches towards reducing their impact on species, habitats, and people. Partners 

share skills, tools, knowledge, and other resources across the region. 

 

 

The extent, condition and connectivity of the habitats are being supported and managed 

appropriately and at an appropriate scale. Core habitats are safeguarded and enhanced, connected 

through a larger interconnected network of protected and non-protected sites, managed for 

biodiversity. 

 

 

Reduction and removal of pollution and Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) where currently present 

across the Greater Gwent area, continuing and building upon the success of existing partnerships 

and work programmes. People are working collaboratively together, taking preventative action to 

reduce future pollution and INNS risk. 

 

 

Both people and places that are increasingly connected with nature, promoting healthier lifestyles, 

and providing well-being benefits. A developed a sustained public knowledge, understanding and 

interaction with nature that realises the multiple benefits that nature can provide. The value of 

nature for society and economy is reflected in decision-making and public spend. There is an 

increased onus on the role of nature in delivering well-being outcomes across Greater Gwent. 
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Part 1: The importance of nature and ecosystem resilience in Greater 

Gwent 
 

Nature is important, it matters to us as a species. The natural world is the source of all our natural 

resources necessary for survival, whether that is the air we breathe, water, food, materials, energy, 

or medicines. Industries such as agriculture, fishing, forestry, energy production and tourism are 

dependent on nature. The natural environment can help us reduce flooding, store carbon and tackle 

climate change. Nature is the foundation of our livelihoods, our well-being, our economy, and our 

society.  

The GGNRAP is underpinned by the findings of Greater Gwent State of Nature (GGSoN) report, 

which showed the need for nature recovery across Greater Gwent to safeguard some of our most 

vulnerable species. Nature recovery actions go hand in hand with safeguarding and enhancing 

ecosystem services and resilience for social, economic, cultural and environmental wellbeing 

adapted to future change 

 

1.1: Nature and Biodiversity 
Nature and biodiversity are often used interchangeably but have slightly different meanings. When 

we discuss biodiversity, we are referring to the diversity of living species in an area and so refers 

solely to living organisms, from the smallest microorganism to the largest species of plant or animal 

in an area. Biodiversity includes not only plants and animals but fungi, bacteria, and protists. The 

definition of biodiversity used by the Convention on Biological Diversity is: 

άǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎƻurces including, inter alia, 

terrestrial, marine, and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of 

which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of 

ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦέ 7 

Nature, ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ ό9ŀǊǘƘΩs biodiversity) as well as all the physical processes and 

systems that exist on Earth at the same time. This includes the climate, water cycle and geology.  

Colloquially we use the term nature to refer to the natural landscape, with a bias towards focussing 

on living species. When we discuss nature recovery, we are considering how we can improve the 

natural landscape, such as restoring or creating specific habitat types. This then can lead to a 

positive effect on the biodiversity of the local area or region. Sometimes nature recovery actions 

may be seen to focus on an individual species, but the effects are often far more far reaching. An 

insect that seems insignificant could be crucial to a food web or be important in the lifecycle of 

another organism. Ecosystems are connected in the natural world and are connected to us humans 

more so than we may at first realise. 

 

 

 
7 Convention Text (cbd.int) 

https://www.cbd.int/convention/articles/?a=cbd-02
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1.2: The Greater Gwent State of Nature8 
The GGNRAP is informed by the Greater Gwent State of 

Nature Report (GGSoN). The GGSoN was produced by the 

Resilient Greater Gwent (RGG) partnership and looked to 

answer the question ΨWhat do we know about the wildlife 

within Greater GwentΚΩ  

The GGSoN compiled existing records and data, used to 

analyse the status and trends of different species and 

species groups found within the Greater Gwent area. Both 

individual species and groups of species were analysed in 

the report. Due to the grouping of some species into a 

species group the report represents over 500 individual 

species, represented as 100 different stories of these species 

and species groups.  

The species and species groups looked at in the report were 

chosen by the partners within the RGG partnership, Local 

Nature Partnerships, and local experts, selected based on 

their local conservation interest. Many of the species and 

species groups looked are Section 7 Species from the 

Environment Act (Wales) or were included on the Wales/UK 

as Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species lists.  

The GGSoN report compiled national and local data into a 

regional record of the trends in biodiversity throughout the 

Greater Gwent area, in the hopes that this data would reveal 

threats in the wider ecosystem. 

The findings of the GGSoN were influenced by the 

availability of data records for each of the 100 species and 

species group. The report highlights the variability of data 

availability between species and species groups and points 

out the need for further biological recording throughout the 

Greater Gwent area to improve and strengthen the data.  

 

GGSoN key findings: 

¶ Of all the species and species groups analysed, 21% did not have enough data to describe 

the population trends. 

¶ 34% of species showed a decline in their numbers or are predicted to continue to decline, 

raising to 50% of species when those with insufficient data and managed INNS are removed. 

¶ Only 12% of species showed stable populations. 

¶ 21% of species show a welcomed increase in their numbers. 

A more extensive summary of the findings of the GGSoN can be found in Appendix 1. 

 
8 Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf (monlife.co.uk) 

Figure 4: The 100 species stories told in the 
Greater Gwent State of Nature Report 

https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf
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1.3: Ecosystem Resilience 
Ecosystem resilience is a core principle in the sustainable management of natural resources and in 

nature recovery. It is defined as ΨǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿith disturbances, either by 

resisting them, recovering from them, or adapting to them, while retaining their ability to deliver 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ.9 This resilience is difficult to measure due to the 

complexity of ecosystems and their dynamic nature. Natural Resources Wales (NRW) produced a 

framework to assess ecosystem resilience; the DECCA considers Diversity, Extent, Condition and 

Connectivity and other Aspects of ecosystem resilience (See Appendix 2).  

The State of Natural Resources Report 2020 (SoNaRR) reported that all ecosystems in Wales had low 

to moderate resilience. Climate change, pollution, invasive non-native species, habitat loss and 

deterioration, over-exploitation, pests, and disease were all described to be significant pressures and 

demands affecting the resilience of ecosystems. (see Figure 5).  

 

Figure 5: DECCA Assessment of ecosystems within Wales. Produced and published by NRW as part of their assessment. 
Available online 

 

1.4 Ecosystem Services 
For many, the intrinsic value of nature is clear, whilst for others it can be unclear as to what exactly 

the environment does for us.  

Ecosystem services is a term used to describe the variety of services the environment provides to us. 

These services are critically dependent on the processes that occur within ecosystems which are 

underpinned by biodiversity.10  

Ecosystem services are grouped into one of four categories:  

¶ Provisioning  

¶ Regulating 

¶ Cultural 

¶ Supporting  

 
9 Ecosystem Resilience in a Nutshell 1: what is ecosystem resilience? (cyfoethnaturiol.cymru) 
10 https://www.cbd.int/2011-2020/about/biodiversity  

https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693247/ecosystem-resilience-in-a-nutshell-1-what-is-ecosystem-resilience.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/2011-2020/about/biodiversity
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Figure 6: Examples of the four ecosystem services categories 

 

Resilient ecosystems underpin our social, environmental, economic and cultural wellbeing in Wales 

and link the natural world and its resources to peoples well-being.11 Resilient functioning ecosystems 

ensures ecosystem services are sustainably maintained and adapted to future change. Our 

environment and well-being are intrinsically linked, meaning that management of our ecosystems is 

essential for our quality of life.  

Natural resources fuel our production and consumption, and create wealth and jobs, contributing to 

our quality of life and well-being. But our level of resource consumption is undermining our 

ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ. 12 

For more detail on Ecosystem Resilience and Ecosystem Services see Appendix 2. 

 
11 chapter 5: Ecosystem Services and Well-Being (naturalresources.wales)  
12 Essentials Guide: Sustainable Management of Natural Resources and our Well-being (gov.wales) 

https://naturalresources.wales/media/682045/chapter-5-wellbeing-final-for-publication.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/sustainable-management-of-natural-resources-guide.pdf
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Part 2: The Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan 
 

2.1: Legislative and policy background 
The GGNRAP is subject to the same legislation and guidance that influenced the creation of the 

NRAP for Wales. 

The NRAP for Wales was launched in 2015 by the Wales Biodiversity Strategy Board.13 It sets out 

Ƙƻǿ ²ŀƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦b /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

Plan for Biodiversity and the associated Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The NRAP for Wales was reviewed 

in 2019 to refocus the document in light of rapidly changing policy and environmental change, 

including the declaration of a climate emergency by the Welsh Government in April 2019.14 Two 

main articles of legislation influence the NRAP for Wales, the WoFG Act 2015, and the Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016. Since the review of the Wales NRAP, the Welsh Government also declared a 

nature emergency in Wales, in June 2021.15 

Below are summaries of some key pieces of legislation, key policies and strategic frameworks that 

that have collectively influenced both the aims and the outcomes across the NRAP for Wales and the 

GGNRAP. For a more detailed summary of some key pieces of legislation please refer to Appendix 3.  

 

 

Figure 7: Summary of policy drivers for the GGNRAP. Design inspired by the Brecon Beacons National Park NRAP 16 

 
13 Nature recovery action plan | GOV.WALES 
14 Welsh Government makes climate emergency declaration | GOV.WALES 
15 Senedd Live: As it happened on 30 June - BBC News 
16 BBNPA-Nature-Recovery-A4-ENG-WEB.pdf (beacons-npa.gov.uk) 

https://gov.wales/nature-recovery-action-plan
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-makes-climate-emergency-declaration
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-politics-parliaments-57596848?pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:a2f65473-b81a-4bf4-84ff-5672f7cbb90b&pinned_post_asset_id=60dc96136f777a32b63bd36b&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/BBNPA-Nature-Recovery-A4-ENG-WEB.pdf
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Well-being of Future Generations Act 

2015 (WoFG) 
The WoFG Act 2015 is a key piece of 

legislation which sets out the requirement 

for public bodies to carry out sustainable 

development. Public bodies have a duty to 

set well-being objectives to contribute 

towards achieving the seven well-being 

goals set out in the Act. These objectives 

must be in line with the sustainable 

development principle, ensuring that: 

άǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needsΦέ17 

 

The act established the Public Services Boards covering all local authority in Wales, which in turn are 

responsible for improving the economic, social, cultural, and environmental well-being in their areas. 

It is these public bodies and partner organisations that shoulder the responsibility for promoting 

nature recovery, and therefore environmental resilience, in their area. The Gwent PSB, at the time of 

writing, is producing a Well-being Assessment of Gwent in adherence with the WoFG Act 2015. The 

Well-being Assessment is due to be published in May 202218 and will be followed by a Well-being 

Plan setting out local objectives and the steps the PSB proposes to meet them. 

 

The WoFG Act 2015 also establishes five ways of working as part of the sustainable development 

principle to help organisations meet the well-being goals (see figure 9). 

 
17 Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 (legislation.gov.uk) 
18 Gwent Well-being Assessment - Gwent Public Services Board Gwent Public Services Board (gwentpsb.org) 

Figure 8: The seven well-being goals set out in the WoFG Act 
2015 

Figure 9: The five ways of working established in the WoFG Act 2015 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/5
https://www.gwentpsb.org/en/well-being-plan/well-being-assessment/
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The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 became law in 2016 and put in place legislation on how we 

manage our natural resources in Wales. Part 1 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 provides the 

framework for the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR). 

 

Figure 10: The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 showing the principal parts and sections most relevant to the GGNRAP 

 

Section 6: Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty 

Within the Act, Section 6 under Part 1: SMNR placed a biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty 

(commonly referred to as the Section 6 duty) on public bodies that exercise their functions in 

relation to Wales, stating that:  

ά! ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛn 

relation to Wales, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, so far as consistent with the 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 19 

The duty applies not just to the existing network of protected sites, but to the wider landscape, 

including urbanised areas such as towns and cities. Public bodies must seek to maintain and enhance 

biodiversity in line with the principle of sustainable development and with proper exercise of their 

functions, promoting the resilience of ecosystems.20 To comply with the duty all public bodies must 

publish a plan outlining how the body will comply with the duty.21 

 

Biodiversity lists and duty to take steps to maintain and enhance biodiversity 

Section 7 of the Act concerns the production and publication of a list of living organisms and habitat 

types within Wales, which are of principle importance for enhancing the biodiversity of Wales, by 

Welsh ministers in consultation with NRW.  

Section 7 replaces the duty in Section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) 

Act 2006. The NERC Act drew up initial biodiversity lists and actioned, used as the basis for the 

newer Section 7 biodiversity lists.  

 
19 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (legislation.gov.uk) 
20 Wales Biodiversity Partnership - Environment (Wales) Act (biodiversitywales.org.uk) 
21 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (legislation.gov.uk) 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/environment-wales-act
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted



































































































