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Blaenau Gwent Proposed Admission Policy for Statutory Education 2027/28


Introduction/ Purpose

There is a requirement upon Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council as a directive from Welsh Government, to develop, review and consult upon the Blaenau Gwent School Admissions Policy for Nursery and Statutory Education, on an annual basis. 

This document sets out the principles of Blaenau Gwent’s County Borough Council’s School Admissions Arrangements for the 2027/28 academic year. 
Blaenau Gwent Council is the admissions authority for all maintained community primary and secondary schools. Blaenau Gwent Council is not the admissions authority for Faith, Voluntary aided or Foundation schools in Blaenau Gwent.

	Blaenau Gwent Catchment Area Consultation

	The Catchment Area consultation went live on the 12th December 2025 and 	concluded on the 5th January 2026. 

	The proposal included the introducing of a catchment area for Brynmawr 	Foundation School and to determine the catchment areas for Ysgol Gymraeg 	Tredegar and Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg.

	Following the consultation a report was then presented to Cabinet in April 	2026, and the following options were agreed:

	Proposal 1 - Establishing a catchment area for Brynmawr Foundation School
	
Option 2
	To introduce a catchment area for Brynmawr Foundation School to include the 	catchment areas for Blaen y Cwm, Coed y Garn and Ystruth Primary Schools 	and amend the catchment area for Abertillery Learning Community.

	Proposal 2 - Establishing a catchment area for Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar 

To establish a designated catchment area for Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar and amend the current catchment area for Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg. 

	The situation will be reviewed annually.

Nursery Admissions

The Council provides free part-time nursery education to every child and every child is entitled to a ‘rising 3’ place from the start of the term following their third birthday, at either a school nursery provision or a quality assured early years education provider.  

· Nursery places are in the main offered on a part time basis (am and/or pm sessions which vary in each school throughout the year). Children start attending nursery classes at the age of 3 or 4 years.

· There are three intakes for rising 3 pupils per year as follows: 

· Spring Term
· Summer Term
· Autumn Term

· Some schools offer full-time provision, which is funded directly from the school budget. The nursery entitlement within Blaenau Gwent is part-time which equates to 12.5 hours per/week (2.5 hours per/day), other than the following nursery provisions, which offer:

· Coed y Garn Primary School - full time nursery places
· Rhos y Fedwen Primary School - full time rising 3 and nursery places
· St Marys Roman Catholic Primary School – part-time rising 3 places and full-time nursery places
· St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School - part-time rising 3 places and full-time nursery places
· Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg & Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar – full time rising 3 and nursery places 

· The regulations pertaining to nursery education are specific and confirm that: attending a nursery class does NOT give a child priority for a place in the reception year group. A separate application is required for this purpose.

Parents/carers do not have a right of appeal if a nursery place is not secured at the school of their choice.

It is the Council’s policy to meet parental preference where possible; however, in some cases there may be more applications for a particular school than there are places available. In determining which child should be admitted to Nursery, the Council will apply the oversubscription criteria in order of priority (refer to section 5).

Admission to Primary Education

Children are eligible for admission to school at the start of the school year in which their fifth birthday falls (i.e. 1st September to 31st August inclusive).

It is against the law to prevent your child from accessing education at the start of the school year in which their fifth birthday falls.  

The Council must provide education places for the admission of all children in the September following their fifth birthday; however, parents/carers have the right to:

a. request that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until the term after the child’s fifth birthday; or,

b. request that their child takes up the place part-time until the term after their fifth birthday.

 	Allocation of Primary School Places at Abertillery Learning Community

In the case of Abertillery Learning Community Primary Phase, the admission authority (Blaenau Gwent Council) is responsible for placing pupils at the Learning Community. These pupils are then allocated a site within the Learning Community by Abertillery Learning Community Leadership team and Governing Body in line with the following criteria:

1. Siblings in the campus already 
2. Catchment area
3. Ensuring each session stays within the agreed teacher to learner ratio  

Once the site has been confirmed the notification process is then administered by the Council. This process has been established in accordance with the Welsh Government School Admissions Code (2013) point 2.51 which states:

“Where split site schools are in operation, the admission authority should in most cases, apply the admission arrangements as if the school were a single unit. They should make it clear to parents/carers that admission applications are made to the school as a whole and not to a particular site. The site that children attend is a matter for the internal organisation of the school. Appeals cannot be made against the site allocated”.

Education through the medium of Welsh  

Nursery and Pre School provision 

There are two Welsh Medium Nursery units at Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg and Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar.

Reception and Secondary Admissions 

Reception

For parents/carers wishing their child to be educated through the medium of Welsh, there are currently two Welsh Medium Primary Schools offering Reception places in Blaenau Gwent: 

· Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg
· Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar 
. 
Secondary 

Welsh medium provision is provided at Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw situated in Pontypool. This school became an “all-through” 3-18 setting from September 2022. 

The admission arrangements and policies for Welsh Medium provision are the same as those in respect of English medium schools. 

Pupils attending a Welsh Medium School will be provided with transport in accordance with the Authority’s transport policy. 

Sixth form admissions (non-statutory education) 

Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw still continues to provide Welsh Medium post 16 education. If you wish your child to attend sixth form at this school, please contact the school direct.

Admission to Secondary School

Children/ young people transfer from primary school to secondary school at the beginning of the school year, following their eleventh birthday.

Allocation of Secondary School Places at 3-16 Middle Schools

In the case of both Ebbw Fawr Learning Community and Abertillery Learning Community, pupils who are on roll in Year 6 at the primary phase will automatically transfer to/ be allocated a place at the secondary phase. In this instance a separate admission application is not required. When making an application for an alternative secondary school automatic place allocation will be removed from the secondary phase. 

*Please note all other secondary schools require an application to be made in order for a place to be allocated. 

Allocation of School Places at Brynmawr Foundation School

In the case of Brynmawr Foundation School, Blaenau Gwent Council is responsible for placing pupils within the school on behalf of Brynmawr Foundation School Leadership team and Governing Body by a coordinated admission arrangement. See pages 22 - 25 for further details
The school has its own Admissions Policy.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571432]Voluntary Aided (VA) Schools (Faith Based Schools)

There are 4 VA ‘faith’ primary schools in Blaenau Gwent, details as follows: 
· All Saints RC Primary School
· St Marys CIW Primary School
· St Marys RC Primary School
· St Josephs RC Primary School

The above schools have their own admissions policy.
In a change to previous years, all Reception applications in the normal admissions round should be submitted to the Council, even if one of the school preferences is a faith school (see co-ordinated admissions arrangements on pages 22 - 25 for further details). 

Nursery and In-year applications for a faith school should be submitted directly to the relevant school. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571443]In-Year Transfers (admission that is requested outside of the normal admission round)

Sometimes referred to as ‘mid-term transfer’ or ‘casual admission’ this is the application process for children of school age who require admission outside of the normal admissions round. It is the process of transferring from one school to another. 

Changing schools requires serious consideration and should be fully discussed with the Headteacher of a child’s present school in the first instance. The parent/carer needs to consider if moving school is in the child’s best interests. It is not always the answer because it can have a detrimental effect on a child’s education.

The Council does not encourage transfers from one local school to another, due to the potential disruption that it causes to all parties. However, it does recognise that this process may be required in putting the needs of the child and/ or young person first. 

Should a parent/carer wish to transfer a child from one school to another, the online admission application form must be completed.

During the school year, only limited places are available and applicants moving into or within Blaenau Gwent should not assume that their child will be automatically allocated a place at the local school. 
There is no guarantee of a place at any school, even if it is the catchment school. If the school is already full in the relevant year group, the application will be refused. 
Prior to applying to transfer their child to another school we advise parents/carers to consider the following:

· Have you discussed your child’s options with their current school? There may be strong educational reasons why a transfer should not take place, which will need to be considered. Parents/carers of pupils in either Year 10 or Year 11 should note that the Council actively discourages requests for transfer at this stage of a child’s education, particularly where it is not possible to accommodate their GCSE options as this is likely to have a significant, detrimental effect on their learning outcomes. 

· How will your child travel to the school, as they will not necessarily be eligible for transport assistance, even if they have previously qualified? Parents/Carers should be aware that transport would only be provided in accordance with the Local Authority’s transport policy. 

· If you are making an application to transfer more than one child, will they all be accommodated in the same school? In some cases, you may be offered different schools for each sibling, depending on what places are available. 

· When will your child be able to start at the new school? Parents/carers are strongly advised that where possible, they should not remove their child from the current school until a suitable alternative place can be found. Non-attendance will be recorded as unauthorised absence and could be reported to the Education Welfare Officer. Note that a school transfer will not disrupt any action already being pursued by the Education Welfare Service. 

If you decide to proceed with your application, the transfer form should be completed and returned to the Admissions Team. When parents/carers apply for a school place, the School Admissions Code requires admission authorities to aim to notify parents/carers of the outcome of an application for a school within 15 school days or 28 calendar days whichever is the sooner. 
Applications are processed in accordance with this admissions policy and priority will be given to those who are seeking a place during the current term. Where an application is to be made some time in advance of the required start date, the Council will hold open the place for no more than one school term. 

As part of the transfer allocation process, the Council will contact the child or young person’s current school to obtain information in order to support and ensure a smooth transition. This information will then be shared with the recipient school in order to make sure that they are equipped to meet the pupils’ educational learning and any other identified needs upon transfer. 

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to notify the Admissions Officer if they no longer wish to transfer their child to the newly allocated school, as confirmed within the offer letter. 

For further information and advice contact: schooladmissions@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk . 

For in-year applications to Brynmawr Foundation School or a voluntary aided (faith school), parents/carers will need to apply directly to the school. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571455]	Hard-to-place Protocol

Educational opportunities for some pupils are put at risk because they are regarded as hard to place and they experience delays in admission to school, their placement breaks down shortly after admission, or they find themselves unable to access a school place. A suitable school place should be found quickly, and the pupil should be on roll within 20 days. It is also important that no school should be asked to take an excessive or unreasonable number of such pupils and that support services are aligned around a new fair access admission so that the placement is successful. 

All school admitting authorities are under a duty to comply with the current relevant Admission Codes. The LA has a duty to ensure that there are sufficient places in the area and has a responsibility to both pupils and schools to ensure that the placement is given the best chance to succeed. 

*Please note: 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571466]Managed Moves, Resource Bases, Special School and Complex Placements

The Council has a policy in place which ensures that children and young people who may benefit from what is called a ‘managed move’ are able to move schools in an organised and coordinated way, ensuring that their needs are appropriately met. This policy is called the Managed Move policy and is implemented via the Vulnerable Learner Panel. 
Where appropriate the Admissions Officer will consider the individual circumstances in line with the Welsh Government Admissions Code (2013), and if the school is oversubscribed, utilise and implement ‘excepted pupil’ status (for more information please see the aforementioned Welsh Government School Admissions Code, 2013, page 27), in order to admit the pupil. 

A complex admission is characterised by the child or young person’s needs and or circumstances, being unable to be met within the normal admissions round and general admissions arrangements. Cases characterised as complex often require careful consideration and involvement from a wider network of partners, in order to ensure that the child’s educational needs can be met within an appropriate school setting/ placement. Where there is a complex admissions case outside of the remit of the Managed Move policy and Vulnerable Learner panel the Admissions Officer will coordinate the development of a working group aligned to the needs of the pupil, in considering the prospective pupil’s circumstances and ensuring appropriate school placement. Complex admissions will be managed and processed in accordance with the School Admissions Code (2013). Where appropriate Welsh Government advice may be sought in line with the decision making process.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571484]Duty to admit a child with an individual development plan to a maintained school

For pupils with additional learning needs (ALN), admission to school is influenced by parental preference in a way broadly like other pupils. However, the specific needs of the child and the suitability of a school may influence the final decision on placement. Blaenau Gwent ALN panel will determine the most appropriate placement for a child or young person with ALN who are in receipt of a LA IDP, and this includes Specialist Resource Bases and Special Schools.

Where an application for admission is received for a pupil in receipt of a LA IDP, the admissions team will notify the ALN team, to ensure the most appropriate placement is identified for the child/young person. Where an application for a child or young person is received with an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP – from England) and this indicates previous specialist placement, the same process is followed for determination of placement. Such applications, along with the IDP/EHCP would be presented at ALN Panel. 

Blaenau Gwent has a number of specialist Resource Bases throughout the authority to meet the needs of children with Cognition and Learning Difficulties and Autism/Communication Difficulties, and this includes a Welsh Medium Provision. In addition, there are two special schools, which cater for social, emotional and behaviour needs (3-16) and children and young people with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties (3-19).  Determination of these placements are made upon strict entry criteria to ensure that children are appropriately placed.  

The placement process is governed by procedures identified in the ALN & Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 and the ALN Code, which may give special priority for admission to a particular school or may also be a reason for refusing a parent’s stated preference. 
A child’s additional learning provision (ALP) is managed via an Individual Development Plan (IDP), maintained either by the school or local authority (LA). LA-maintained IDP’s may name a school for the purpose of securing admission (this can be found in section 2D.1) and in such cases, the child must be admitted to the named school. School-maintained IDP’s cannot formally name a school. 
This duty applies despite the limits on infant class sizes and even if admitting the child would result in the school exceeding its admission number. The duty to admit always applies, including where a school is named in a plan outside the normal admission round. 
Before exercising its power, the local authority must consult with the school. The Local Authority will not exercise this power unless: 

1. (a) the local authority is satisfied that the child’s interest requires ALP identified in his or her IDP to be made at the school named, and 
1. (b) it is appropriate for the child to be provided with education or training at the school. 

Accordingly, where a school is named in this sub-section, the local authority should set out underneath why it is satisfied that the child’s interest requires the ALP identified in the IDP to be made at that school and why it is appropriate for the child to be provided with education or training there. 
Further details on the duties and powers to name a school for the purpose of securing admission can be found in the ALN Code. 
From 1 September 2021, the following are also excepted pupils: 

· children who were admitted to the school outside the normal admission round as a result of their individual development plan naming the school for the purpose of securing admission. 
· children with ALN who are normally educated in a LA Resource Base in a mainstream school but receive part of their lessons in a non-special class. 
· Children who are looked after (CLA)
· Children who have been issued with a School Attendance Order (SAO) 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571496]General admissions information

	Evidence 

[bookmark: _Hlk216278134]The Authority will require parents/carers to submit documentary evidence where necessary to validate data submitted on an application form.

Accepted forms of evidence include:

· Birth Certificate
· Passport
· Residence Permit issued by the UK Home Office 
· Resettlement Registration Form issued by the UK Home Office 

Please note: We will not accept a nursery application without proof of date of birth

Address Validation

As part of the admission process, parents/carers may be required to provide proof of their address in connection with their application. The Authority will seek to verify the information provided and reserves the right to require the applicant to provide any additional information it deems necessary to confirm residency or to take reasonable action to determine whether or not an application is fraudulent. 
If a school place is offered on the basis of an address that is subsequently found to be different from a child’s normal and permanent address, then the place is liable to be withdrawn. 
If a school place is offered and a parent or person with a legal parental responsibility for a child, knowingly and willingly provides a false statement, which would affect the success of their application, they may have the place withdrawn.

Accepted forms of evidence include:

· A Council Tax Demand Notice (no more than 12 months old) 
· An HMRC, DWP or Local Authority notification of entitlement i.e., Child Tax Credit, Working Tax Credit, Universal Credit, Job Seekers Allowance, Child Benefit or Housing Benefit (no more than 3 months old). 
· A signed and dated tenancy/lease agreement or official rent book issued by a housing association, local council, established letting agency or solicitor which must cover the relevant closing date (for normal admissions round) / date of submission (for in year transfer applications). 
· A mortgage statement (no more than 3 months old). 
· A Gas, Electric or Water bill demonstrating use of the relevant service (no more than 3 months old). 
· Valid UK photo ID driving licence. 
· Valid certificate of Home or Motor Insurance (no more than 12 months old). 
· Valid TV Licence certificate (no more than 12 months old). 
· Electoral Registration Record (This is an internal check that can be carried out for Blaenau Gwent residents only, registration cards are not accepted). 

The Council will use the home address provided in the application to determine the catchment school and any eligibility for free home to school transport, in accordance with the Council’s current transport policy. Any new address will not be taken into consideration when determining the outcome of an application if the applicant and child do not live there on the closing date. 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to advise the School Admissions Team of any changes in circumstances including a change of address following submission of the application. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571515]Oversubscription Nursery, Primary and Secondary Criteria for the Normal Round of Admissions

Where a school is named in a Local Authority Individual Development Plan, the Council has a duty to admit the child to the named setting before the over-subscription criteria is applied against applications received.

The Council will consider each individual application received by the published closing date. If the number of applications for an individual school is greater than the admission number, the allocation of places will be carried out using the following criteria, which are listed in order of priority below:

i) Children Looked After 
Priority to be given to children looked after/previously looked after (children under Local Authority care); following consultation on the appropriateness of the named school.
Children in care means children who are in care of a Local Authority in accordance with Section 22 Children Act 1989.

ii)	Catchment School
Children who live in the catchment area of the school on or before the published closing date.

iii) Social/Medical
Children who the Authority accepts have an exceptional medical or social need for a place at one specific school.  Applications will only be considered under this category if they are supported by a medical consultant’s report. The information must specify the medical advantage of the child attending the preferred school.  
Please note that reports from family doctors are NOT accepted for this purpose.

iv) Brother or Sister
Children who will have a brother or sister at the school to which the parent/carer is applying, after the date of admission, will be given a higher priority than those who do not.  Please note however, that having a sibling at the school does not guarantee admission for any other children in the family. Where there is more than one such case, priority will be given to those children closest in age to the sibling already attending the preferred school as of the admission date. Brothers and sisters whether half, full, step or foster will be considered relevant where living in the same household

v) Distance
Children living closest to the preferred school measured by the shortest recognised permitted walking route between the pupils’ front door of the home and school gate using a digital mapping system (GGP which is a geographic information system).

Deciding Factors associated with prioritising Admissions 

In the event of oversubscription and/or the requirement to prioritise admission based on distance, places will be allocated on the basis of distance between the shortest recognised walking route between the pupils’ front door of the home and the main school gate. Distance is calculated using a digital mapping system. Children living closest to the school are given the highest priority.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571570]Shared residency

In the event that the residency of a child is shared between two parents, the address where the child concerned resides for the majority of the school week will be used for allocation purposes.  This is the address that should be declared on the application.

However, if the residency with both parents during the school week is equal, the address for where the child benefit is paid will be used for allocation purposes.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571580]Person making the application form

Only persons holding parental responsibility for the named child are able to make an application and they will be required to make a declaration to this effect as part of the application process. Ordinarily it is expected that this person resides at the same address as the child and is referred to as the parent/carer for admission purposes. This will include social workers in the case of children looked after by the Local Authority. 

Where parental responsibility is equally shared, the Council will ask the child’s parents to determine which parent should submit the application. 
It is expected that parents will also agree on school preferences for a child before an application is made. The Council is not in a position to intervene in disputes between parents over school applications and will request that these are resolved privately. 

If parents cannot agree and neither has obtained a court order stating who should be making the application/what the preference should be, the Council will accept an application from the parent in receipt of Child Benefit for the child. 

You should be aware that following changes made to the law about children by the Children Act 1989, which became law in October 1991, schools need to know who has “parental responsibility” for each child. This is to ensure that proper authority is given when the school needs parental permission. It will also make sure that persons with parental responsibility who do not live with a child can be provided with school reports and given an opportunity to take part in the child’s education. Further changes in the law took place in 2003. 

· Mothers always have parental responsibility (unless a Court Order is in place that states she will no longer have the responsibility). 
· Fathers who were married to the mother prior to 2003 have parental responsibility. 
· Fathers also have parental responsibility for a child if the child was born after 2003 and their name is on the child’s birth certificate. 
· Unmarried fathers, stepparents, relatives and other persons can obtain parental responsibility, but they do not have it automatic. 

Parents/carers are asked to co-operate with school staff by providing the school with details of the persons with parental responsibility for a pupil. Any changes in the arrangements for parental responsibility or in the day to day care of the child should be notified to the school.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571590]Multiple birth children

In the case of multiple births relating to a single family, if only one place is available at the school and the second child who qualifies for a place is a sibling, the school will exceed their published admission number to accommodate both pupils.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571600]Deferred entry into Primary School 

The Local Authority will admit a child to a maintained primary school at the start of the academic year in which he/she will turn 5 years old. However, the legal requirements confirm that parents/carers are able to delay the admission of their child until the term following their 5th birthday. The Local Authority is obliged to ensure that any offer of a school place is held for parents who wish for their child’s admission into Reception to be deferred until later in the academic year. A parent/carer, however, is not able to defer entry beyond the term following the child’s fifth birthday, nor beyond the school year for which the application was made. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571611]Summer Term Births 

In the case of a child born during the summer term, they too are not legally required to attend school until the term following their fifth birthday / the September after the normal year of entry for a reception age child. However, in such circumstances the Local Authority will continue to ensure that children continue to follow their chronological year group and therefore the child would be admitted into year 1 and not Reception. 
It is only in exceptional circumstances that the Local Authority will authorise the admission of a summer term birth into a year group that is outside the normal year of entry. In Such circumstances, there will need to be suitable evidence base (e.g. report from an Educational Psychologist) that suggests the chronological year group is not suitably able to meet the needs of the child concerned. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571622]Admission outside the normal age group 

Although most children will be admitted to a school with their own chronological age group, from time-to-time parents/carers seek places outside their normal age group for gifted and talented children, or those who have experienced problems or missed part of a year, often due to ill health. While it would not normally be appropriate for a child to be placed in a year group that is not concurrent with their chronological age, the Council will consider these requests carefully and make decisions on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in consultation with the parents/carers and the school, and specifically in relation to what is most beneficial to the child. 

Due regard will also be given to the Educational Psychologist’s report where available, and clear reasons will need to be established for such a decision to be made. If it is decided that there are grounds to consider an ‘out of year’ application, parents/carers refused an application for a place at a school have a statutory right of appeal. However, there is no right of appeal if a place has been offered but not in the desired year group. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571632]Timeframe for Processing Admissions as part of the 2027/28 Admission Round

Nursery

	For places to be allocated in spring summer and autumn term of 2027.

Admission round commences on 		7th September 2026
	Closing date for applications		5pm on 16th October 2026
	Offer date					31st October 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk219982309]
	Reception

Admission round commences on 		13th November 2026
	Closing date for applications		5pm on 15th January 2027
Offer date	16th April 2027*

	Secondary

	Admission round commences on		18th September 2026
	Closing date for applications		5pm on 30th October 2026
	Offer date 					1st March 2027*

*This is a common offer date across all Welsh admission authorities 

Applicants are advised to ensure that their application is submitted by the relevant closing date. If an application is submitted late, it may increase the possibility of not achieving a place at the preferred school(s). 

Note the closing time for submission of applications is 5pm on each closing date.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571645]Arrangements with Neighbouring Admissions Authorities and Neighbouring Local Authorities 

Where parents/carers wish to apply for their child to attend a school in another admission authority (i.e. Torfaen, Monmouthshire, Powys, or Caerphilly), you are required to apply via the relevant admission authority in accordance with their admission arrangements. 

[bookmark: _Hlk151709275]Applicants living in other authority (council) areas who want their children to go to a Blaenau Gwent school should apply via Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council in accordance with the agreed timescales.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571657]Late Applications

Applications received ‘after the closing date’ will be classed as late. These will be considered as a secondary priority to applications received on time. Incomplete applications and those without relevant supporting evidence will also be considered as late, if the information requested is not received by the closing date for the admission round to which the application relates.
Please note that applications determined as being late may increase the possibility of not achieving a place at the preferred school (s). This is because all applications submitted with the necessary evidence prior to the closing date will receive priority over those received after the closing date. 

The Council cannot accept responsibility for any application or evidence that is not submitted correctly via the on-line system. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571668]Change of Preferences

Should a parent/ carer wish to change their preference, they will need to contact the school Admissions team schooladmissions@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk. 

Any request of a change in preference received after the closing date will be treated as a late application.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571676]Waiting Lists

Following the allocation of places during the normal admission round, children will remain on the waiting list for their preferred school until 30th September the following academic year. Thereafter, parents/ carers will be required to make a new application for admission. If additional places become available, they will be allocated to children on the waiting list on the basis of the published oversubscription criteria. Waiting lists do not give priority to children based on the date the application was added to the list.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571686]Children of UK Service Personnel and other Crown Servants (including diplomats). 

Families of UK personnel and other Crown Servants are subject to frequent movement within the UK and from abroad, often at relatively short notice. School places should be allocated to children and their families in advance of the approaching school year if accompanied by an official Ministry of Defence (MOD) or Foreign or Commonwealth Office (FCO) letter declaring a return date and confirmation of the new address wherever possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571697]Children Housed via Domestic Violence Services and Organisations 

Children temporarily housed under the protection of approved Domestic Violence agencies will be admitted as a priority to the catchment school if the application form is accompanied by an official letter from the relevant agency. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571708]Gypsy and Roma Traveller Children 

The Council is obliged, by statute, to ensure that all children of compulsory school age receive education that is appropriate to their age, abilities and any special educational needs, and promotes high standards in the provision of education and the welfare of children. These obligations apply to all children whether they are permanent residents in the area. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220571720]Notifying Parents, or Carers of the Outcome of the Application

The Council will inform parents/ carers of the outcome of their application on the published offer date (please refer to page 16 for more information). 

If the application is rejected, parents/carers will receive a refusal notification via email informing them of the outcome, as part of the refusal the Council will allocate a place at the 2nd or 3rd preference school, if a 2nd and/or 3rd preference has been indicated within the application. A place will be allocated at the next nearest available school, should all preferences be unavailable or if an alternative preference has not been specified.

[bookmark: _Hlk220571729]Admission Appeals for Primary and Secondary School Places

In accordance with the School Admissions Code of Practice 2013 and the School Admission Appeals Code of Practice 2013, the Local Authority will make arrangements to enable the parent/carer of a child to appeal against a decision to refuse a place at the preferred school. 

The appeal will be determined by an independent appeals panel established in accordance with School Admission Appeals Code 2013. The panel must consist of three to five members appointed by the Local Authority from the following categories:

· People who are eligible to be lay members (persons without personal experience in the management of a school or the provision of education in any school, disregarding experience as a governor or in any other voluntary capacity). 

· People who have experience in education, who are familiar with educational conditions in the LA’s area or who are parents/carers of registered children at a school (other than the school at which the appeal is made). 

Independent Appeal Panels must consider each case individually on its merits and they cannot limit themselves, in advance, to the admission of any particular number of pupils. 

Consideration by an Appeal Panel should be in two distinct stages: 

a) 	The Factual Stage, where the panel decides as a matter of fact whether there was a lawful reason to refuse admission; if there was not, the child must be admitted; if there was, the committee must move on to: 

b) 	The Balancing Stage, where the panel exercises its judgement to balance the degree of prejudice to efficient education which would result from admitting the child, and the strength of the parents/carers case, so as to arrive at a decision which is binding on the admissions authority. 

The decision of the appeal panel will be binding on the Local Authority.

Parents/carers will receive an email refusing admission and will be advised of their right of appeal. The decision to appeal does not prevent the parent / carer accepting a place at an alternative school whilst the hearing is convened, as the panel will determine the appeal on the basis of application. Appeal Hearings are convened by the Council’s Legal team and will be heard within the timescales set out in the Welsh Government Appeals Code of Practice 2013.

 


















[bookmark: _Hlk220571744]
Appendix 1 - Published Admission Numbers for 2027/28


	School

	Nursery Admission Number
	Session
	Statutory Admission Number
(Reception/Year7)

	All Saints R.C. Primary School
	30
	am
	26

	Beaufort Hill Primary School
	30
	am
	30

	Blaen y Cwm Primary School
	26
	Part time
	38

	Bryn Bach Primary School
	30
	am
	30

	Coed y Garn Primary School
	30

	full time
	30

	
Cwm Primary School
	52
	am
	
30

	
	52
	pm
	

	
Deighton Primary School
	30
	am
	
30

	
	30
	pm
	

	
Georgetown Primary School


	23
	am
	
60

	
	23
	pm
	

	
Glanhowy Primary School
	65
	am
	
42


	
	65
	pm
	

	
Glyncoed Primary School
	39
	am
	
51

	
	39
	pm
	

	Rhos y Fedwen Primary School
	26
	full time
	25

	St. Illtyd’s Primary School
	30
	am
	30

	St. Joseph’s R.C. Primary School
	41
	full time
	15

	St. Mary’s Church-in-Wales Primary School
	30
	am
	30

	St. Mary’s R.C Primary School
	53
	Full time
	30

	
Soffryd Primary School
	19
	am
	
23

	
	19
	pm
	

	
Willowtown Primary School
	30
	am
	
60

	
	30
	pm
	

	Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Helyg
	60
	full time
	30

	Ysgol Gymraeg Tredegar
	30
	Full time
	30

	
Ystruth Primary School
	37
	am
	
42

	
	37
	pm
	

	
	Nursery Admission Number
	Session
	Statutory
Admission Number
(Reception or Year 7)

	Secondary School
	 

	Brynmawr Foundation School
	
	
	151

	Tredegar Comprehensive School
	
	
	152

	Middle School
	

	Abertillery Learning Community – Primary Phase
	140
	
	140

	
	

	Abertillery Learning Community – Secondary Phase
	
	
	150

	Ebbw Fawr Learning Community - Primary Phase
	47
	am
	45

	
	

	Ebbw Fawr Learning Community - Secondary Phase
	
	238


































[bookmark: _Hlk220571757]Blaenau Gwent Coordinated Admission Arrangements for September 2027
Primary and Secondary Schools

Co-ordinated admission arrangements are a way of applying for a school place that allows parents/carers to apply for Voluntary Aided (VA) (faith based), foundation and community primary and secondary schools using one application form, it is a way of simplifying the admissions application process for parents/carers. 

A co-ordinated admissions scheme seeks to ensure, so far as reasonably practicable, that every child living in a local authority area, who has applied in the ‘normal admission round’, receives one, and only one, offer of a school place on the national offer day. 
The scheme applies to the normal admissions round only (i.e., annual admission to Nursery, Reception and Secondary). 

In June 2024 The Welsh Government brought in regulations that require local authorities in Wales to operate a scheme for coordinating their admission arrangements for all maintained mainstream schools. 

The Council’s co-ordinated nursery, primary and secondary school admission arrangements, apply to:
· All Community Primary Schools
· All Community Secondary Schools
· Brynmawr Foundation School
· All Saints RC Primary School
· St Josephs RC Primary School
· St Marys Church in Wales Primary School
· St Marys RC Primary School

The scheme does not include admission to independent schools, special schools, nursery schools and classes, nor does it not include admission during the academic year (in-year). Applicants will need to apply directly to the school of their choice for an in-year transfer. 

Applying for a school place via the common application form

All parents/carers will be invited to express a preference for a school place on a common application form made available by the Council, via the online admissions portal: . Applicants can express up to 3 preferences for any Blaenau Gwent school. 

Parents/carers wishing to apply for a school outside of Blaenau Gwent, will need to apply directly to the authority in which the school sits. The Authority to which they have applied will inform the parent/carer and Blaenau Gwent of the decision to offer or refuse a place. If the school place offered by another local authority is a higher preference than the Blaenau Gwent school, Blaenau Gwent Council will not make an offer. If none of the school preferences can be met, the Local Authority will ensure that as far as is reasonably possible, an offer can be made. 

If a preference is declined, the applicant will be offered the right to appeal. Full details of how to submit an appeal will be included within the refusal decision notification which will be sent to the applicant via email. 
Late applications 

Any applications that are received after the closing date (see timetable) or applications that remain incomplete as at the closing date will be dealt with as a late application. A change of preference received by the Local Authority after the published closing date will result in the application being determined as late. 
Any applications or changes of preference received after the published closing date will be processed on a monthly basis following the offer date, where possible. Places are allocated in line with the criteria and parents/carers will be informed of the outcome of their application within the month after receipt. 

Late applications will be processed by the Local Authority up to the end of August after which point they will become an in-year transfer, and the applicant will need to apply to either the Council or directly to the chosen school for faith or Foundation schools.

Waiting Lists

In relation to the Reception and Secondary admission rounds, a child’s name will remain on the waiting list for any school preference that was refused until the 30th of September in the year in which the application is made. Following this, all applicants on a waiting list for a faith or foundation school will be forwarded to the relevant school to manage. A child’s name will be placed on the waiting list even if parents/carers choose another school or decide to take up their right of appeal. 





























TIMETABLE FOR PRIMARY CO-ORDINATED ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027


	
Applications made available to parents/carers

	
13th November 2026

	
Applications received via on line portal

	By closing date – 5pm 15th January 2027

	
Details of applications sent to Faith Schools. 
Details of applications made to directly to Faith Schools returned to School Admissions Team

	

By 29th January 2027

	
Faith Schools return ranked lists of pupils to School Admissions Team indicating the over-subscription criterion that each child has been considered under and identifying refusals if applicable

	

By 19th February 2027


	
School Admissions Team allocate the highest preference place available 

	
By 2nd April 2027

	
School Admissions Team sends list of pupils to be offered places to each Blaenau Gwent Primary School

	
By 9th April 2027

	
School Admissions Team send notifications to parents/carers

	
On 16th April 2027

	
Appeals

	
May to August 2027

















TIMETABLE FOR SECONDARY CO-ORDINATED ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2027


	
Applications made available to parents/carers

	
18th September 2026

	
Applications received via online portal

	By closing date – 5pm 30th October 2026

	
Details of applications sent to Foundation School. 

	
By 20th November 2026

	
Foundation School return ranked list of pupils to School Admissions Team indicating the over-subscription criterion that each child has been considered under and identifying refusals if applicable

	

By 11th December 2026


	
School Admissions Team allocate the highest preference place available 

	
By 1st March 2027

	
School Admissions Team sends list of pupils to be offered places to each Blaenau Gwent Secondary School

	
By 9th April 2027

	
School Admissions Team send notifications to parents/carers

	
On 16th April 2027

	
Appeals

	
May to August 2027
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