Direct Payments – Personal Assistant
Number of Hours per week: 	4 hours per week
Hourly Rate:				£13.88
Contract: 				Permanent

About Direct Payments

The Council provides social care for people who need support at home or in the community and they can choose to receive their support in different ways. One way of doing this, is for the Council to give the person the money (direct payments) so that they can buy their own support, which they can use to employ a Personal Assistant. The Personal Assistant will NOT be employed by the Local Authority but by the person (or their representative) in receipt of care.


Job Advert: 
A 76-year-old lady looking for a compassionate, reliable, and patient Personal Assistant (PA) to provide support through a Direct Payment arrangement.
Applicants should be comfortable supporting someone with mental health needs.
________________________________________________________________________________
About Me:
I enjoy spending time in the community but prefer quieter environments. I do not enjoy large groups or extensive interaction with other people, I’m most comfortable with one-to-one support.
I value consistency and would like to work with the same PA each week so that I can build trust and develop a positive working relationship.
I enjoy smoking; however, I understand and respects boundaries, including not smoking in a PA's vehicle when this is explained to me.
The role involves supporting me to access my local community, enjoy social outings, and participate in activities I enjoy. I would prefer support to be provided across two 2-hour sessions per week, as I find longer periods out of the home overwhelming.
Activities may include:
· Going out for a tea or coffee
· Visiting local places of interest
· Gentle community access and companionship
· Providing reassurance and emotional support during outings
________________________________________________________________________________
Health Information
I have a diagnosis of:
· Bipolar Affective Disorder
· Schizoaffective Disorder
· Depression
Experience of supporting people with mental health conditions would be advantageous, although a caring, understanding, and person-centred approach is equally important.

Benefits:
· Casual dress
· 5.6 weeks Holiday Pay per year
Requirements – what is important to me:
· Applicants should be comfortable supporting someone with mental health needs.
· You must have your own vehicle, be able to drive and have a clean driving licence.
· You need to have the right values and behaviours to work in social care.
· You must respect my privacy and always maintain a professional approach.
· You must be honest, trustworthy, and reliable.
· You must have an Enhanced DBS check for this role (Local Authority can arrange this).
How to Apply:
If you think you are the right person to support me but would like more information before you decide to apply for the role, please contact Direct Payment team on 01495 369624 quoting reference number 3402658
Alternatively, you could email us at the following email address: -directpayments@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk         
        
