Direct Payments – Personal Assistant
Number of Hours per week: 	3 hours per week Term Time / 6hrs School Holidays
Support Arrangement:                   1:1 support
Hourly Rate:				£13.88
Contract: 				Permanent

About Direct Payments
The Council provides social care for people who need support at home or in the community and they can choose to receive their support in different ways. One way of doing this, is for the Council to give the person the money (direct payments) so that they can buy their own support, which they can use to employ a Personal Assistant. The Personal Assistant will NOT be employed by the Local Authority but by the person (or their representative) who receives the Direct Payment.

Job Advert: 
We are seeking a caring, reliable, and experienced Personal Assistant to support a 7yrd old female in accessing activities within her local community and developing her confidence, independence, and social opportunities in a safe and positive way.
The successful applicant will:
· Provide one-to-one support during community outings and activities.
· Use Makaton signing and other communication strategies to support understanding and interaction.
· Recognise signs of sensory overload and implement appropriate strategies to help regulate.
· Provide support to engage in activities that are enjoyable and suited to interests and abilities.
· Always ensure safety, including maintaining awareness of tendencies to run off when overwhelmed or distracted.
· Build a trusting and positive relationship with the client and her family.

About Me:
I am a 7-year-old girl with a diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). I am pre-verbal and communicate using limited single words, Makaton signs, and a range of non-verbal behaviours to express my needs, wants, and preferences.
I experience significant sensory sensitivities and can become overwhelmed and dysregulated in certain situations. Due to my delayed speech and limited expressive language, I may communicate my feelings and experiences through my behaviour rather than words.
I require support with personal care, including toileting and personal hygiene.
I enjoy support from adults who are patient, understanding, and able to recognise and respond appropriately to my individual communication style and sensory needs.
I enjoy spending time outdoors and taking part in activities such as visiting the park, swimming and engaging in everyday social activities. I love animals and fascinated by anything to do with dinosaurs
Due to my interests and the activities, I enjoy, it is essential that my PA can drive and has access to their own vehicle.
I am looking for a Personal Assistant to support me for 3 hours per week term time and 6hrs per week in school holidays on a 1:1 basis.
I would like my PA to have knowledge and experience of supporting children with additional needs, particularly Autism. It is important to me that my PA is kind, caring, calm, confident and understanding.
I would like support to build my confidence when out in the community, develop my social skills, improve social awareness, and encourage my independence.

Benefits:
· Casual dress
· 5.6 weeks Holiday Pay per year

Requirements – what is important to me:
· Knowledge and experience of supporting children with additional needs 
· Knowledge and experience of supporting children with Autism
· Knowledge and practical experience of using Makaton
· Ability to carry out personal care with dignity, sensitivity and respect  
· Own vehicle, ability to drive, and a clean driving licence 
· Right values and behaviours to work within social care 
· Respect for privacy and ability to maintain a professional approach at all times 
· Honest, trustworthy and reliable 
· Willingness to undertake an Enhanced DBS check (arranged by the Local Authority)
_______________________________________________________________________________

How to Apply:
If you think you are the right person to support me but would like more information before you decide to apply for the role, please contact Direct Payment team on 01495 369624 / 369260  quoting reference number 2208957.
Alternatively, you could email us at the following email address: -directpayments@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk         
        
