Direct Payments – Personal Assistant
Number of Hours per week: 	4 hours per week Term Time / 6hrs School Holidays
Support Arrangement:                   1:1 support.
Hourly Rate:				£13.88
Contract: 				Permanent

About Direct Payments
The Council provides social care for people who need support at home or in the community and they can choose to receive their support in different ways. One way of doing this, is for the Council to give the person the money (direct payments) so that they can buy their own support, which they can use to employ a Personal Assistant. The Personal Assistant will NOT be employed by the Local Authority but by the person (or their representative) who receives the Direct Payment.

Job Advert: 
We are seeking a caring, patient, and dependable Personal Assistant (PA) to support a 6-year-old boy with autism and complex needs. This rewarding role involves working closely with the child and his family to provide support that promotes his wellbeing, safety, engagement, and quality of life.
The child is non-verbal and has very limited communication skills. He relies heavily on his parents and familiar adults to understand and interpret his needs. He requires full support with all aspects of personal care and daily living.
The ideal candidate will be compassionate, understanding, and willing to build a trusting relationship with both the child and his family.

About Me:
I am a 6-year- old male with a diagnosis of autism and presents with complex needs. I am non-verbal and have limited understanding and communication abilities. I relay on adults who know me well to recognise and interpret my needs and wishes.
I have significant emotional and behavioural regulation needs. I can experience periods of distress and dysregulation. During these periods, I may engage in behaviours that challenge, including:
· Self-injurious behaviours such as head banging and hitting himself.
· Physical aggression towards others.
· Increased distress and difficulty coping with changes or routines.
I require constant movement and sensory regulation to help manage my emotions. This often involves long walks using my buggy or car journeys.
I am doubly incontinent and require support with all aspects of personal care. I recently experienced a seizure, as this was my first seizure, I do not currently have a diagnosis of epilepsy; however, the successful applicant must be comfortable following guidance from parents and health professionals regarding seizure awareness and emergency procedures.


Due to my significant needs and difficulties with transitions, I may take time to build trust and become comfortable with a new PA. The successful candidate will need to demonstrate patience, flexibility, and a willingness to work at my pace while developing a positive and trusting relationship.
I am looking for a Personal Assistant to support me for 4 hours per week term time and 6hrs per week in school holidays on a 1:1 basis.
I would like my PA to have knowledge and experience of supporting children with additional needs, particularly Autism. It is important to me that my PA is kind, caring, calm, confident and understanding.
I would like support to build my confidence when out in the community, develop my social skills, improve social awareness, and encourage my independence.

Benefits:
· Casual dress
· 5.6 weeks Holiday Pay per year

Requirements – what is important to me:
· Knowledge and experience of supporting children with additional needs 
· Knowledge and experience of supporting children with Autism
· Ability to remain calm during periods of distress and challenging behaviour.
· Ability to build a positive relationship with a young child and their family.
· Ability to conduct personal care with dignity, sensitivity, and respect. 
· Basic knowledge of seizure awareness and first aid.
· Own vehicle, ability to drive, and a clean driving licence. 
· Right values and behaviours to work within social care. 
· Respect for privacy and ability to always maintain a professional approach. 
· Honest, trustworthy, and dependable 
· Willingness to undertake an Enhanced DBS check (arranged by the Local Authority)
_______________________________________________________________________________

How to Apply:
If you think you are the right person to support me but would like more information before you decide to apply for the role, please contact Direct Payment team on 01495 369624 / 369260 quoting reference number 3288899.
Alternatively, you could email us at the following email address: -directpayments@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk         
        
