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1. What are the consequences of identifying land adjacent to Trefil Quarry (M4.1)
for expansion on the local environment including heritage interests and the Brecon
Beacons National Park? I sthis site allocation soundly based?

CCW commented on the natural heritage interedtssasite at the consultation stage
to the Deposit Plan, and has provided further comsi® the Council and Inspector,
including a report commissioned by CCW to assesthven Mynydd Llangynidr
continues to be a nationally important geologid&, @llowing its designsation as a
site of scientific interest (SSSI,) outlining tmeportance of the natural heritage
features of the site and within close proximityttoA summary of the key points are
therefore provided here.

To summarise therefore, the Preferred Area (M4jgcent to Trefil Quarry
impinges upon a number of significant natural laget feature including

* The Mynydd Llangynidr Geological Conservation Rewig&CR) site which
was selected in 1982 as part of a nationwide sun¥egpve and karst features
in Great Britain. Following an updated expert esviof the site, CCW
Directors Team gave officers initial approval togress a notification as a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) on 2Q1AP012. The final CCW
Council decision will be made on either 25 Jun® duly 2012;

* anumber of grassland habitats - dry heath, wahheaimproved acidic
grassland and semi-improved calcareous grassldmdhware habitats
included in the UK and Local Biodiversity Actional, and of significant
biodiversity value;

» breeding bird species of conservation concern g Rinzel

» Foraging areas for bird species of conservatioreon— the Red Grouse and
long eared owl

* Known bat records within 10 km of the preferredaare

* Finally, the preferred area is located in closepnity to the southern
boundary of the Brecon Beacons National Park (BBMMRgre the main
purposes of designation is for the conservationearithncement, of its natural
beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and of pramg@ opportunities for the
understanding and enjoyment of its special qualitie

To inform the decision to notify the SSSI, CCW coissioned an assessment of
Mynydd Llangynidr GCR site as a potential SSSI. Aksessment confirmed that
Mynydd Llangynidr contains the finest array of epiée (caprock) dolines and
subsidence basins anywhere in Britain, and clebeitgonstrates the surface
geomorphic effects of interstratal karst. As wsllbging the best of its kind in Britain,
the site is also considered to be of global impurta

The value of the interstratal karst lies in both itdividual landforms and the fact
that within the boundary of the proposed SSSI (dp@&p 1) the density and
variety of caprock dolines is unsurpassed anywimeBzitain.

The special interest of the pSSSI therefore deffiwas both the individual landforms
within the pSSSI site and the density of the capalines.



The dolines (both caprock and normal ‘solution’ides) in the allocated site were not
fully reflected in the indicative Geological Congation Review (GCR) boundary that
was originally drafted, and following further supv is now proposed to correct
those imbalances by proposing a new GCR/pSSSI lamyrldat contains all of the
interstratal karst interest features that have ligemtified by the assessment of
Mynydd Llangynidr. The indicative boundary drawnli982 also included areas with
no dolines. These have now been removed from theeg GCR/pSSSI boundary.

The pSSSI includes the land adjacent to Trefil Quigientified as a preferred area
for aggregate extraction in the LDP, Policy M4.ho8ld the land be identified in the
LDP it would establish the principle of mineral exdtion at the site and the
irrevocable loss of over 70 caprock dolines, whaoh an integral part of the pSSSI.

As well as being important geologically, as outtiredove the site also has
considerable biodiversity value. Currently it catsiof dry heath, wet heath,
unimproved acidic grassland and semi-improved categs grassland, which are
habitats included in the UK and Local Biodiversigtion Plan, and of significant
biodiversity value. We consider that extraction asdociated development is likely
to lead to the direct loss of habitat or disturleataany retained habitat through the
deposition of dust, storage of materials and ditara to the hydrological regime.
Whilst mitigation may minimise the effect of thedisturbances on adjacent habitats,
the direct loss of habitats at this site will b@wocable, and cannot be mitigated for.

Additionally, extraction in the preferred area willve a detrimental impact on many
of the breeding bird species found in the areas@h@pacts will be more severe on
species which are already under great threat, asithe Ring Ouzel. This species
nests in rock screes and crevices and seeds omamdderries and insects. The
impact would be a proportional loss of the halatatilable.

The preferred area is also frequented by red granddong eared owl, both of which
use the area for foraging. Both species are ofergation concern and only found in
a few areas across Blaenau Gwent. The red grousd teere is at its most southerly
range in the UK. Similarly the impact will be a postional loss of habitat

Finally, the preferred area is located in closenity to the southern boundary of
the Brecon Beacons National Park (BBNP), wherertha purposes of designation
is for the conservation and enhancement, of itsrabbeauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage and of promoting opportunities for theenstanding and enjoyment of its
special qualities. Consideration will therefore ché@ be given to detailed methods of
working and the location of storage mounds as agthe obvious extraction of the
stone, so that the landscape, visual and genetigyof the many users of this open
access area are not unduly affected.

To conclude therefore, CCW consider that the camseces of identifying land
adjacent to Trefil Quarry (M4.1) for expansion wibble to have significant
detrimental effect on the special interests anditigsgof the local environment
including biodiversity and geological interests d@nhe Brecon Beacons National Park,
and will include irrevocable losses to intereststernational and national
significance. As the proposal would result in siigant harm to interests of



acknowledged importance, contrary to national plagpolicy, it is not considered
that the allocation is soundly based.

2. What isthelogic for identifying Tir Pentwys Tip (M4.2) asa preferred area for
aggregates? I sthis site allocation soundly based?

No comment.
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